Tartan 28 Review

Hull 74. Early 1986 model

My wife and I were looking for the most boat we could get in an under 30-foot package. I did the homework and settled on the Tartan 28. As it happened the lowest priced T28 on Yachtworld was minutes from my home.

 The Hull is solid glass with balsa coring only in the forward sections down to the waterline to prevent oil canning in a seaway. The deck is a standard cored affair with some not so standard engineering. The toe rail (mine is the slotted aluminum rail) is bolted through the solid glass deck, then through butyl calking, then through a drilled and tapped aluminum bar embedded in the deck. Advantages being solidly bolted with ¼ 20 screws and if it should ever leak somehow with that butyl calk, there is no balsa core to get wet. Also the screws can be removed from topsides, as there are no nuts below to hold.

 The stanchions also bolt through the toe rail and the deck without piercing core. The stainless base though does bolt to the aluminum rail and expect some galvanic action in a salty environment. Also expect some spider cracks in the gel coat, as the stanchion base is small and the leverage great especially near the shrouds where people hoist themselves up using the lifeline without regard for such things. I ask them to hold the shrouds instead of the lifeline but I’m not always vigilant. Apparently neither was the original owner.

 On the deck there is also a molded in aluminum bar for the genoa/jib track. Again no coring pierced. For the most part, the rest of the deck hardware is fastened through the core and the standard rules apply as to maintenance etc. The non-skid is molded in and kind of a random knock down pattern. The grip is exceptional without being punishing to the crew. The swim ladder is integral with the stern rail. It seems strong and secure and is easy enough to board.

 The underwater sections are smooth and clean with a fairly large amount of wetted surface, with no bumps or hollows. The keel is lead bolted to a generous sump. The shape is a nice foil section with a tapered leading edge and plumb trailing edge, but rather long fore and aft giving the boat almost shoal draft proportions at 4’11”. The inboard spade rudder is deep and powerful, also with a straightforward foil shape and straight edges. This design works much better then I expected and I can point with all but the most dedicated race boats. Good sails, bottom prep and sail trim help as well.

 The hull has a lot of freeboard for a 28, contributing to the generous volume below but also contributing to the portliness of the design. However I think it looks right and it’s hard to tell the LOA without seeing some people on deck for reference. She definitely has the mid 80’s tartan look.

 My boat has the optional (I assume) bomar aluminum opening ports and with 8 of them ventilation is great but if it’s raining they are no help. They still are nice and clean with no leaks after 20 years and that’s saying something. Care should be taken to wax the inner frames where the salt water lies and dries. Pitting WILL occur. I have the original bomar bow hatch and function is good but the tinted plexi is crazed. It supports my weight fine so for now it stays.

 The cockpit is small but comfortable. Around mid 86 Tartan went to a T shaped cockpit. I  wish my boat was so equipped. There is one opening sail locker(?) that gives access to the CNG gas tank, batteries and fuel filter. Also down there are dock lines and sheets, buckets, cleaning equipment and fenders. It’s nicely partitioned below the cockpit to keep incidentals away from engine moving parts. The partition also removes easily for major engine work. Under the starboard cockpit side is the very comfortable pilot berth. Inboard of the pilot berth is another removable partition again for major engine work. 

 I installed a sliding door in the partition to facilitate access to the prop shaft for setting the prop when in racing mode. I have a martec elliptic folding prop. It pushes the boat at 6+ knots in flat water. To reverse out of the slip without prop walking into the neighbor requires a heavy throttle hand but is manageable. The ¾” prop shaft has been reported to be an annoyance with some vibration evident but I haven’t noticed anything unusual. The strut is out in the breeze and my cutlass bearing popped out with little fuss when I changed it. 

 The spar is a keel stepped Kenyon MORC 4060 section, un tapered, painted, double spreader, masthead rig. The shrouds are in line. The shrouds attach with gib T-ball fittings and are discontinuous. There is a baby stay, which I removed. I do get some mast pumping and I will revisit this issue. Parts are available at Rig-Rite inc. in Warwick RI. Most boats have roller-furling headsails but I have the old Gemini racing head foil that the original owner installed. Control lines are ALL led aft to the line clutches. I replaced the original and dated easylocks with more robust and line friendly lewmar D1’s and D2’s. The boom just clears my head (at 5’10”) and is not much concern for medium sized crew. Steering on my boat is by optional edson pedestal with a 32” wheel. The steering position is ALL the way aft and complicated by the split backstay adjuster. I removed all that and freed up some room for myself by going to a cascaded backstay system. The mainsheet system is harken mid range bolted to the bridge deck. I can handle the main sheet while single-handing but it’s not very convenient. The tiller option would be better for me and more responsive for racing with much less weight in the aft end. However I have the wheel and ST4000 autopilot, which really is a pleasure when cruising. My boat came with 4 lewmar ST winches and two lewmar standard halyard winches.

 Below is very functional and spacious for a small boat. Headroom is about 6 feet. ALL deck fittings are available from below, one way or another. The port and starboard hanging cabinets are removable for major service access and there are access holes in them for deck hardware. There are handholds everywhere you may need them. There is a nice teak table that folds up to the main forward bulkhead. The port side drop leaf is too large and I just cut mine down to proper proportions. I have only DC power but have discovered that the boat is pre wired for optional AC. Storage space is rather minimal with the under seating space in the main salon taken up by fuel and water tanks. The icebox is generous and well insulated with a nice teak grating installed and drainage to the shower sump. The sump itself is equipped with a manual bilge pump screen and an electric pump mounted in a shower sump. My boat is equipped with a gimbaled CNG stove with a broiler and no oven. The galley sink has pressure cold and foot pump cold. 

 The engine is a 2GM from yanmar, fresh water-cooled. Access is by sliding the companionway step molding out of the way. All standard maintenance can be done with this access. Winterizing is simple and quick as are oil changes, filter and coolant changes. This engine is hard or impossible to hand start as a fan belt covers the hand crank access. There is an engine pan to prevent fluids from leaking into the bilge.

 The enclosed head is small but complete. There is only room for the smallest of manual toilets. The sink is molded fiberglass. There is a small, enclosed hanging locker opposite the head door.

 The V berth is large enough for two medium sized adults and quite comfortable. The slide out settee in the main salon would provide more space but I wake very early and the head door when fully opened is designed to partitions off the bow area. I keep the bride isolated from my racket of making coffee etc.

 The accommodations are excellent for a couple with light needs. Some boats have shore power, Hot water etc, but there really is little room for anything more then a nice sound system. A laptop would have to do for watching DVD movies. There is no proper navigation station and I have no need for one really with the coastal cruising I do but the drop table could do double duty in a pinch.

 Under sail she feels like a much larger boat until you get into heavier wind and waves. She will then do some hobby horsing and pitching but nothing awful. That being said she is still on the faster side of the mid eighties cruisers and with the sexy rig it’s possible to power up and de-power easily. She is not particularly stiff or tender. Under full main and 155 Genoa she is fully powered up in ten knots or so of wind. As mentioned before she really points well. At about 15 knots I change down to the 145 or right to the 110 headsail. Under spinnaker she will keep up with much faster boats thanks to the large masthead kite. The large wide rump of a transom keeps her fairly stable while running. I use the boat mostly for racing and she does very well on the course. Well enough so that I rarely finish out of the top 3 and in fact had only one 4th place last season. I use sails by my friends at Neil Pryde in Milford CT. They built me a Kevlar paneled main and 2 like headsails. The main is a max roach full batten sail and while being rather a pain to tack in light air, I think the roach is a big help on the light air days. I have gotten to the top mark ahead of boats rating down to 140 on occasion in light air so something is working. On one other race in about 30 knots of wind we lost the fore guy downwind (my error not the boats) and had a spectacular series of broaches. I had a guest driver and that was the worst time for it. The point is we had about three knockdowns and an interesting unintentional gibe and the boat handled it very well and in fact the crew agreed is was a very fun time. That sounds odd, but the stout build of the small Tartan gives a feeling of security even when everything has gone to hell. I can’t overstate that this is a very solid boat. I have been in some awful conditions and never had a worry as to the boat holding up.

 Projects to date have included refinish cabin sole, refinish keel, rebuild backstay to 24/1 cascade, lead ALL lines aft and add additional deck organizers, replace fabric liners, add boom kicker, CLEAN below decks, replace 8 line clutches, add new fore guy system, New racing sails, replace T-ball sockets and repaint spreaders, remove and repaint mast step and deck partner, slim down table, install MP3 stereo and large speakers, replace running rigging, remove deck hardware and drill oversize, fill epoxy and re-bed(in process), replace rudderpost collar,  and other odds and ends that now escape me.

 So to summarize, we love the boat. She is comfortable, nimble and fast for her class, and has everything we need. For now.

